
 

Anne Bonny & Mary Read 

 

 
 
 
 

Although Anne & Mary grew up in different places (Anne in Ireland, 

Mary in England) they had one weird thing in common: both of their 

parents used to dress them up as little boys when they were children! 

Both the girls grew up into strong young women, although Mary 

continued to dress as a man and pretended to be called Mark. Anne 

ended up on an island called New Providence, in the Caribbean, which 

was where all the pirates used to get together. 

Anne met a famous 

pirate who was known as 

‘Calico Jack’, (because his 

trousers were made out 

of material called calico.) 

Anne and Jack fell in love 

and escaped from the 

island together on a 

pirate ship they stole, 

called ‘The Revenge’! 

This is where the Bahamas is  

on a map of the world 

 

 

Anne Bonny and Mary 

Read were two of the 

most famous pirates 

who ever sailed the seas! 



It wasn’t long before she met her piratey pal, Mary Read, who all these 

years had been in disguise as a man. She had even joined the Navy 

(which only men were allowed to do in those days.) 

When the boat Mary was on was captured by pirates she decided to 

join them! Soon she met Anne Bonny on board The Revenge. 

 

 

 

 

Anne and ‘Mark’ (who was really Mary) got on very well. They became 

really close friends and eventually Mary told Anne that she was a 

woman too! After that she didn’t need to hide who she was and the 

two women became known all around the Caribbean for being really 

scary pirates who were brilliant at fighting! Someone once said they 

were like ‘fierce hell cats’! 

 

 Have you ever wanted to be a pirate? Why not pretend? You 

could make an eye patch with some black card, make your own 

ship with some old card board boxes and make up your own 

pirate name! 

 

 

 

 

Here are some other brilliant girl pirates! 

 – was a Chinese Pirate who had over 300 ships! 

 – was an Irish queen and a pirate!  

 – pretended to be dead so she wouldn’t 

get caught and was known as ‘Back-from-the-dead-Red’ 

because of her red hair! 
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When The Revenge was captured by a 

pirate hunter all the men were scared and hid inside 

the ship, only Anne and Mary bravely fought on. 

 


