
 

Bessie Coleman 

 
 

Bessie was born in America in 1892. As a young girl she loved reading and she 

loved maths! When she grew up Bessie moved to live near her brothers in a 

city called Chicago. She got a job painting nails.  

During the First World War Bessie’s brothers went away to fight. When they 

came home they told her about the aeroplanes they had seen and the French 

women who were allowed to fly them! Bessie thought this sounded amazing! 

She really wanted to learn how to fly a plane too, so she looked for someone 

who could teach her, but all the pilot schools in America wouldn’t let girls in! 

 

This didn’t stop Bessie though, she heard about a school in France which would 

teach her how to fly! So she got a job in a restaurant and started to save all the 

money she could to pay for a trip to France. She also thought it would be a good 

idea to learn how to speak French, so she started having lessons. 

 
French: You say it like this: It means: 
Bonjour “Bon-shor” Hello 

Oui “Wee” Yes 
Non “Non” No 
Au Revoir “O-ray-v-wah” Goodbye 

Bessie Coleman was an 

amazing pilot, who learned 

how to fly an aeroplane 

and did fantastic tricks for 

huge crowds! 



 

 

In 1920 she packed her bags and set sail for Paris! She learned how to fly and 

became the first African American pilot in the world! When she went back to 

America she was famous. She began to fly planes in air shows and hundreds of 

people would come and watch. Flying her plane upside down and loop-de-loop, 

people were amazed! As more and more people heard of her they began to call 

her ‘Queen Bess’! 

Bessie had one more dream, she wanted to 

open her own flying school in America so that 

other black women like her would have 

somewhere that they could learn to fly. She 

wanted everyone to know what it was like and 

said “You have never lived until you have 

flown.” 

Sadly Bessie’s plane crashed one day when 

she was doing a trick at a show, and she died. 

About ten thousand people came to her 

funeral.  

So many people thought that what she had done in her life was amazing that 

they got together and opened the school she had dreamed of in her name. 

 

 Have you got a dream of something you really want to do? Tell someone 

about it and think about what you need to do to make your dream come 

true! 

 

  Bessie Coleman isn’t the only famous woman pilot. 

Have you heard of these other Sheroes of the skies? 

 – was the first 

woman ever to receive a pilot’s licence. 

 – was the first woman to fly on her 

own across the Atlantic Ocean. 

 – was the first woman to fly on her 

own in a plane. 

 

 People haven’t 

forgotten how amazing Bessie 

was, and in 1995 her face was 

put on an American stamp! 
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