
 

Princess Khutulun 

 

Princess Khutulun lived in a country called 

Mongolia, over 800 years ago, her name 

means ‘Moonlight’. As a girl she learned how 

to ride a horse, shoot a bow and arrow, and 

wrestle! Khutulun would ride into battle with her dad and his armies, lean down 

and pick up an enemy soldier, then ride off with him! A famous explorer called 

Marco Polo said that she was like a big bird swooping in and catching its prey! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Although Khutulun was an awesome warrior, what she became most famous for 

was wrestling. Her mum and dad wanted Khutulun to get married, but she really 

didn’t want to, so she came up with an idea. She told her parents that if there  

Princess Khutulun was an 

awesome warrior & 

wrestler who couldn’t be 

beaten by any man! 

Mongolia is in Asia - this is where it is on a 

world map  

 

 

 



 

was a man that could beat her in a wrestling match, then she would agree to 

marry him. Hundreds of men came from all across Mongolia, but no-one could 

beat her in the ring. Match after match she just kept winning! Every time she 

beat a man at wrestling she would win all his horses – eventually she had won 

so many matches that she had 10,000 horses! 

Finally her parents realised that there wasn’t 

anyone who could beat her at wrestling and they 

said it was ok if she didn’t want to get married. 

Later on, when she was a bit older, Khutulun did 

get married, but it was when she decided she 

wanted to, not when her parents told her she 

had to! In Mongolia today Princess Khutulun is 

still famous for being the woman that no man 

could beat at wrestling! 

 

What next?… 

 If you think Princess Khutulun was cool why not see if you can try one of 

the things she was good at: 

 Horse riding 

 Archery (using a bow & arrow) 

 Wrestling 

         Here are some other cool princesses you maY 

          not have heard of: 

 – was a Chinese princess who led 

an army which people called ‘The Army of the Lady’ 

 – was a Princess from Ghana, in 

Africa. She was also really good at riding horses. 

 – was a Princess from Tibet who was also 

a Buddhist nun! 
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In Mongolia today when 

men wrestle they must wear 

tops with an open front to 

prove they are not a woman 

& to remember Khutulun! 

 

 


